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GATOR ATHLETICS
SF STATE ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT TO INDUCT EIGHT 

INTO HALL OF FAME
San Francisco, CA.---  On Saturday, April 5th  in the Seven Hills Conference Center, the SF State Department of Athletics will be inducting seven Gators into its Hall of Fame.  A reception will begin at 5:00 pm, with the ceremony to follow in the Conference Center on the campus of SF State.  For more information on the Hall of Fame or for tickets, please contact the SF State Department of Athletics at 415-338-2218.

The seven Gators to be inducted in this year’s class are:


Art Chavez ’70


Wrestling 
Phil Kernan ’95


Baseball 


Lee Lofton ’98


Wrestling 
Harry Marra



Coaching 

Roberta Morrow ’03


Women’s Soccer
Terry Tuzzolino ’00


Wrestling

Frank Verducci ’54


Coaching/Soccer

Art Chavez ’70 is being inducted into the Hall of Fame for his career as a wrestler at SF State.  He was the 125 lb. Far Western Conference Champion and outstanding wrestler in 1968.  Chavez captured both the National AAU Freestyle and Greco Roman Championships at 114 lbs in 1968, defeating the Japanese National Champions in both finals (only wrestler to win both styles that year).  He also captured the Olympic Greco-Roman Trials at 114 lbs in 1968 (medical withdrawal before the Games).  Chavez was a medalist and placed 5th at 123 lbs in the NCAA College Division Championships in 1969.  He also was a member of the 1969 Greco-Roman World Team and placed 7th at 114 lbs in the Championships at Mar de Planta, Argentina.  

Prior to SF State, Chavez graduated from South High School in Bakersfield, California, where he was a Valley Champion and also attended Bakersfield College.  Chavez placed second at 123 lbs. in the 1966 California Community College Championships.  Upon graduating, Art served as wrestling coach at Gonzales High School in Gonzales, Ca and South High School in Bakersfield, CA.

Phil Kernan ’95 is being inducted into this year’s Hall of Fame for his career on the baseball diamond at SF State.  Kernan was a four-year SF State starter and letter-winner in baseball as well as being the North California Athletic Conference (NCAC) Player of the Year in 1995.  He also was an All-American and First Team All-Region selection in 1995 and the team’s Most Valuable Player.  During his year, Kernan was three-times selected to All-NCAC Team.  

Kernan finished on the SF State top ten career lists in games played, runs scored, at bats, hits, doubles, triples, home runs, walk, and put outs.  He finished his four-year career at SF State with a .312 batting average.


 Lee Lofton ’98 was a four-year starter for the Gators and was a two-time team captain was and voted the Team’s Most Improved and Most Inspirational Wrestler as well as the Most Valuable Wrestler throughout his career.  In 1993, he was the NCAC Champion and in 1996 was a NCAA All-American (eighth) and Western Regional Champion.  Then in 1997, Lofton was a National Champion and helped bring home SF State’s first National Championship team title.  He also was a member of the Gator football team from 1992-94 as SF State’s Tight End.  

The two-time All-American currently works in Human Resources for Nike.  After SF State, Lofton was an assistant wrestling coach at SF State and currently volunteers as a coach at Peninsula Wrestling Club in Portland, Oregon.  He’s also invited to various colleges and community programs to teaching career development, resume writing and interviewing skills.  Lofton is married to Kate and has three sons, Trey, Parker, and Chase.

Harry Marra was the Gators’ head track and field/cross country coach at SF State from 1981 to 1993.  During his tenure at SF State, Marra was named the Northern California Athletic Conference (NCAC) Coach of the Year twice and played a major role in the starting of the Johnny Mathis Track & Field Invitational that is held annually at SF State’s Cox Stadium.  During his tenure at SF State, Marra also coached 28 All-Americans, one National Champion, one NCAA record holder, and numerous conference champions and twice a NCAC Athlete of the Year.  

Marra also served as the Assistant Track Coach at the University of California, Santa Barbara for two seasons.  He was a decathlete and served as Head Coach of the USA National Decathlon Team from 1990 to 2000.  Under Marra’s direction, the National Team has held every possible World Record in decathlon competition.  The highlight of course was the Gold Medal victory of team member Dan O’Brien at the 1996 Atlanta Olympic Games.


He has twice been named as Coach for the US Olympic Festival (1981 and 1982), and three times Coach for the USA Decathlon Team that competed against the Germans, Russians, and Canadians.  Marra was named Assistant Manager for the 1995 World Track & Field Championships, with responsibilities to the decathlon and throwing events.  He also was the USA Assistant Track Coach for the 1999 Pan American Games, where his athletes won 5 Gold, 4 Silver, and 1 Bronze medal, while setting two Pan American Games Meet Records.  


Roberta Morrow ’03 was a member of the Gators’ women’s soccer team from 2001-02 which she is being inducted into the Hall of Fame.  She was a two-time All-Region Team member and a two-time selection to the All-California Collegiate Athletic Association (CCAA) First Team and two-time team Most Valuable Player.


Morrow was the 2002 CCAA Women’s Soccer Player of the Year and was the First Gator to earn All-American Team honors.  She played a role in the Gators earning a bid to the 2002 NCAA Division II National Women’s Soccer Championships, the first time in school history.  Morrow also was the recipient of the Arthur Ashe Jr. Sports Scholar Award in 2003 as well as the SF State Arete Award for Outstanding Academic and Athletic Achievement.  

Terry Tuzzolino ‘2000 was three-year starter for the Gators as well as a two-time team Captain.  In 2000 he was the Most Valuable Wrestler and is in the top ten at SF State in career pins with 20.  He was the Rocky Mountain Athletic Conference (RMAC) Champion in 2000 and finished the year as a National Champion.

Residing in Torrance, Calif., Tuzzolino has been active with his alma mater high school teaching the sport of wrestling.  He enjoys spending time with his family on his days off and loves to work on his sandrail.  The three-year letter-winner is married to Desiree and has two children, Colton and Jacob.  He flies helicopters as a private pilot and is a member of the Los Angeles Fire Department as a Firefighter-Paramedic for the past five years.

Frank Verducci ’54 was a member of the Gators’ men’s soccer team from 1950 to 54 and also played basketball and ran track.  He was named to the First Team All-Northern California Intercollegiate Soccer Conference Team and also was named a Second Team All-American in 1953.  Verducci was a faculty member at the United States Air Force Academy from 1957 to 60 where he coached soccer and developed the Candidate’s Physical Performance.  He has been teaching at SF State from 1963 until now. Verducci also coached soccer (1954) and basketball (1964 to 1970) at SF State.  


In addition, he served as department chair, developed physical performance entrance for firefighters, and police officers, wrote a textbook, published journal articles and presented research on muscle fatigue at IOC Olympic World Congresses on Sports Sciences.

